
Oklahoma Rehabilitation Council Policy and Legislative (P&L) 
Committee Meeting Agenda 
The meeting took place on Thursday, June 18, 2020, at 10:45 am, via Zoom. 
Participants: Tim Yeahquo, Kevin Nelson, William Ginn, Audrey Farnum, Linda 
Jaco, and Carolina Colclasure. 

Discussion Items 

Legislative Report – Kevin Nelson 
There was a lot of activity since the May DRS Commission Report report until 
now, but most of it signifying very little to nothing.  
As it was suggested, the Governor still had issues with the budget, and he 
vetoed the main budget bill, 1922. He vetoed, in fact, seven bills that had 
some direct or indirect impact on the budget, and the legislature overrode all of 
them. In the end, the budget that was presented during the DRS Commission 
Meeting is the same budget that we have today. It included, roughly a 4% cut 
for most agencies, including DRS. 
DRS was able to cobble together some funds in order to meet its state match 
that is contingent upon the budget that was passed and being signed into law. 
continuing, and that seems to be a question. 
The Tax Commission had a meeting two weeks ago and indicated that 
collections were a bit better than expected, which is good. The bad side is that 
COVID-19 is developing again in the state, and there's a steady upward trend 
that can create a negative impact on the economy. 
It is expected that the Governor is not going to do anything about it until after 
June 19. After that there may be pressure to roll back a step or two on the 
three-step plan, so we may see some additional restrictions being applied 
moving forward. 
At the Federal Level, there is discussion of another COVID relief package, and it 
may include additional funds for State Government. At the very least, there's a 
possibility of freeing up some of the money so that it's not specifically tied to 
COVID-19 expenses that were unanticipated. 
As far as legislation goes, there are only three bills to report on the DRS watch 
list. Senate Bill 1922 and Senate bill 1936 for DRS were the only two bills that 
survived all the deadlines in COVID-19. Both of those are the General 
Appropriations Bill and our DRS limits bill. 



The other one that passed and was signed by the Governor was the traumatic 
brain injury (TBI) study bill. Last year, the bill passed, but the Governor vetoed 
it. This time he signed it. 
Otherwise, DRS didn't have many bills. Out of the roughly 750 bills being 
tracked, 121 ultimately made it through the process, but most of those were 
budget bills. In contrast, there were probably 90 bills that DRS was tracking but 
were not seriously concerned about. 
This session was dominated by COVID-19, and there may be a possibility that 
the next session will be the same.   
Oklahoma Tribal Vocational Rehabilitation (OTVR) Conference Update 
The Conference Planning Committee is going to meet via Zoom on Tuesday, 
June 23, to decide if the conference can be moved to a virtual format. Most of 
the Tribes have travel restrictions, and even if it were possible to have an in-
person meeting, a lot of the members probably wouldn’t be able to attend. 
The ORC Program Manager (PM) is part of the Planning Committee and will 
assist if necessary. 
Transit Plan information/update 
Director Fruendt gave the Executive Committee an update during their 
meeting, and she explained that the Transit Plan was assigned to ODOT.  
The original timeframe gave ODOT time to present the new plan by July 31, but 
because of the Covid-19 emergency, an extension was granted, and the new 
deadline is November. 
DRS has designated Tonya Garman as the liaison for this program. Tonya will 
reach out to the Council and will provide information as needed. 
Director Fruendt also recommended having a representative of ODOT 
participate in the Strategic Planning Meeting in September, to get more details. 
The PM will reach out to Tonya and will set this up. 
State Plan for Independent Living (SPIL) Update 
The Statewide Independent Living Council (SILC) has been working on the SPIL, 
which is a three-year plan (2021-2023) that will include all objectives and 
activities. 
The plan was completed in May and is currently available for comments on 
SILC’s website.  
The PM will email the SPIL draft to the Council and will reach out to the SILC 
Chair and Director to inquire if ORC needs to submit a support letter. 



Strategic Plan (SP) Review 
The SP was reviewed by the Committee and objectives 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, and 
activities 4.6 and 4.7 are ongoing. Activities 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, 4.5, 4.8, and 
4.9 have been met. 

Time and location for the next meeting/discussion 
ORC Quarterly Meeting – Thursday, August 20 – 9:30 am at the DRS State 
Office – 3535 NW 58th St., 2nd Floor Conference Room, Oklahoma City, OK 
(Tentative) 
Strategic Planning Meeting – Thursday, September 10 – 9:30 am at the DRS 
Career Planning Center – 5813 S Robinson Ave, OKC, OK 73109 (Tentative) 
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